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THIS Trac, ſmall in fixe, but weighty in ſenſe 
and argument, is calculated to illuſtrate that part of 
the ſacred volume to which it refers, and to remove 
the firejudices which ſome ſierſons have been induced to 
entertain concerning it. It was firſt publiſhed fifty 
ears ſince, ſubjoined to © A Critical and Practical 
Expoſition of the Pontateuch a learned work of 
great liberality and merit, firinted in 1748, without 
the name of the Author. 8 
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' DISSERTATION | 


on THE 


DESTRUCTION. 


OF THE 


SEVEN NATIONS or CANAAN. 
— 


HIS is a queſtion of ſo much difficulty and 
= importance, that T ſhall not take upon me to 
deliver my on opinion of it; but lay before the 
reader the moſt ſatisfactory account of the matter 
I have been able to collect from others. Of alt the 
writers IJ have conſulted upon the ſubje&t, none 
appear to have examined into it more accurately 
and impartially than Dr. Sykes, in his Connexion of | 
Natural and Revealed Religion. The e of 
what he offers is as follows. 
It is granted on all hands, that noche hat is 
1mmoral, unjuſt, or unworthy of God; can proceed 
from him. If therefore any revelation contains in 
it any immoral precepts, or duties, or commands, 
«it carries its own condemnation with itſelf, and all 
reaſonable 
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6 On the Deftruftion of the 


reaſonable creatures are bound to reje it. Now 


this is ſaid to be the caſe of the Moſaic inſtitution ; 


it not only enjoins human ſacrifices, but has hke- 
wiſe commanded ſuch barbarity, ſuch inhumanity 
towards others, as cannot poſſibly be owing to fo 
good and merciful a being as God is. Can he re- 
quire the extirpation of whole nations at once? 
Can he order that any ſet of men ſhould be ſo 
brutal and barbarous, as 'to murder whole cities, 


men, women, and even ſucking children? Could 


he bid any company of men to go any where, and 
not to ſave alive any thing that breatheth, but utterly 
zo deſtroy all!? To command human ſacrifices, im- 
plies a cruel, malicious, diſpoſition : but to order 


the ſacrifice of /even whole nations at once, implies 


ſo monſtrous a degree of cruelty, as is inconſiſtent 
with, nay, a flat contradiction to all our ideas of 
God. Should therefore any revelation pretend to 
come from God with ſuch monſtrous tenets in it, 
it requires no conſideration, it ought at once to be 
rejected. 

If this is levelled. at the A. ofaic bien, the 
conſequence is clear: for if the law of Moſes did 
enjoin human ſacrifices, did require ſuch a barbarous 
extirpation of whole nations, it will certainly be 


impoſſible to prove its coming from God. 


It has been ſhewn, that the charge of inſtituting 


human JETS, or of the Jews * any ſuch 
cuſtom, 
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Seven Nations of Canaan. 7 
cuſtom, is not to be imputed to the law of Moſes. 
See the expoſition of Lev. xxvii. 294. 

Nor is that cruelty and barbarity with which 
God is accuſed, in ordering the ſeven nations to be 
maſſacred, or deflroyed utterly, to be found in the 
law. 

The words of the law from whence this objection | 
has been raiſed, are theſe : Deut. xx. 16, 17. Of 
the cities of theſe heople which the Lord thy God doth 
give thee for an inheritance, thou fhalt ſave alive 
nothing that breatheth : but thou ſhalt utterly deſiroy 


them, namely the Hlittites, and the Amorites, the Ca- 
naanites 


Mi The author here refers to his own expoſition of a paſſage, 
which has been interpreted by ſome writers as authorizing human 


* ſacrifices. The following is an extract of what he ſays upon it: 


Vone devoted, which ſhall be devoted of men, ſhall be redeemed ; 
but al / ſurdly be put to death.) From the preceding verſes 
it appears, that Moſes is here ſpeaking of a man's ſo giving 
a thing, or perſon, as to deſign that it ſhould never return 
to his own uſe, or to his family; which ſort of donation 
was called Herem, devoted to the Lord. And the plain meaning 
of this verſe, which has occaſioned a. great deal of controverſy, 
is this: Every thing which is devoted of men ſhall not be redeemed, 
but ſhall ſurely die; i. e. Every perſon which is given in perpetuity, 
ſhall not be redeemed, but ſhall die in that devoted ſtate, For 
though our verſion has it; He ſhall ſurely be put to death; in the 
original it is only, dying he ſhall die; which is not to be underſtood 
of being ſacrificed, or put to any violent uncommon death; but he 
ſhall not be redeemed, he ſhall continue, till death; in a devoted 


ſtate, Thus when God ſaid to Adam, Gen, ii. 17, In the day that 


thou ny "—_ thou ſhalt ſurely die ; or dying thou ſhalt die ; it is not, 
thou 
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naanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Febufe fies, as the Lord thy God hath commanded thee. 
Deut. vii. 2—6. W, hen the Lord thy God hall de- 
liver them (viz. the ſeven nations) before thee, thou 
halt ſmite them, and utterly deſtroy them, thou alt 
make no covenant with them, nor flew mercy unto 
them. Neither Malt thou make marriages with them: 
thy daughter Malt thou not give unto tis ſon, nor his i 
daughter flalt thou take unto thy ſon. Far they will E 
turn away thy ſon Jrom following me, that they may 
Take other Gods - wa wil] the anger of the Lord be 


thou ſhalt be put to Jen, Tot bas ſhalt die. "en t 651 


2 Kings, viii. 10; Ezel. iii. 18. In all which, and many other | 0 


places, the expreſſion ſignifies ſimply to die. It being an idiom of 
the Hebrew language to join together ſubſtantives and verbs of the 
fame ſignification, as is frequently done in the Greek: as in 
Ariſtophanes; Merge Beef. So in che New nr Z 
Ep2Snfncwuy p2Sov.  Eyaomoay Nag. 

To ſhew how perſons were devoted, or giren to the Lord in 
perpetuity, we have an inſtance in Samuel, 1 Sam. i. ii. His 
mother vowed a vow, and faid; O Lord, If thou wilt give unto thine 
handmaid a man-child, then will I give him unto the Lord all the 
days of his life. Accordingly when the child was weaned, ſhe 
brought him that he might appear before the Lord, and there abide 
for ever. His mother vowed him'to the Lord for ever or for life; 
and Samuel gave his conſent, and ratified his mother's donation ; 
: which ſhews both how a'perfon was devoted; and at the ſame 
time, that the devoted raten was not facr — or made a victim 
to God, | : 

Thus all the difficulty of theſe words' will be debe; only by 
interpreting t them in a ſenſe Which is quite an md „ 


with che whole tenor of Friphate, 7 
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tie 4 | Tindled againſt you, and ae eftroy thee ſuddenly. "oi 


thee. . | thus /hall ye deal with them: ye ſhall deſtroy their 

de- 1 | altars, and break down their i images, and cut down 

t/10u * their groves, and burn their graven images with fire. 

Mali 1 | Num. xxxiii. 51—54. Then ye hall drive out all 

A0 Y | the inhabitants of the land from before you and de roy 

hem : | I | all their pictures, and deftroy all their molten images, | 
r his 1 | and quite filuck down all their high flaces.. And ye | 
' wall 1 | all diſaſſeſs the inlabitantr of the land, and dwell | 
| may | aro for TI have given you the land to Foſſe eſs it. | 
rd be RR This was the command in the law, and the | 
0 outs conſequent upon it was: When the Iſrael- | 
1 65 ites attacked Arad the Canaanite, Ifrael vowed a | 
—_ WF vow unto the Lord, and ſaid: If thou wilt indeed 


of tbe BY Kellver this people into my hand, then I will utterly 


28 is | deſtroy their cities. And the Lord hearkened to the 


— — —— re EO AO TO 19) i 


ment; voice of {jrael, and delivered af the Canaanites, and 
5 14 W they utterly deſtroyed them and their cities : none was I 
„ 141; /t alive. Num. xxi. 2, 3, 35. And it was much 
> thing | the ſame in the caſe of Jericho. The city all be 
| all ele accurſed, even it and all that are in it, to the Lord, ö 
er and you in any wiſe keep yourſelves from the accurſed NY | 
+ ite thing, leſi ye make yourſelves accurſed when ye take of I 
ation; the accurſed thing, and make the camp of 1/rael a 
ic ſame curſe and trouble it. But all the filver and gold; the. 
| vieum WY weſſels of braſs and iron are holineſs unto the Lord; 
any uy | they ſhall come into the treaſures of the Lord. Joſ. vi. 
zofiſtent 17—24% And then follows the ſtory of Achan, 

ch, vii. and the exemplary puniſhment taken of him 


indles TE for 
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for appropriating to himſelf what was ee to 
the Lord. 


Jo ſet theſe nations in their true light, I ſhall 
conſider Ht. The cafe of the deſtruction of the 
ſeven nations; and then the nature of the Herem, Mm 


which does not always imply de/trudtion. 


Iſt. Tis granted, that the /ever nations were to 
be deſtroyed, and their polity, and form of govern- 


ment, and all power were quite to be put an end 


there was not any ſuch maſſacre as is imagined. 


And to prove this, it is plain, that neither Fo/hua 1 i 
nor any of the Judges, numerous as they were, — 

nor Samuel, nor David, nor Solomon, nor others 
after him, ever underſtood theſe words of the law | 


to. But this does not imply, as the objection ſup- 
poſes, a total deftruftion, or futting to death, of 4 15 
every man, woman and child among them. 7. 
natians were to be deſtroyed as nations, that is thei 
polity and government was to be deſttoyed; bu: 
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in ſuch a ſenſe as to imagine that they were obliged 4 [ 


— * 


appears from 1 Kings, ix. 20, 21, and long after. 


teft of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites 
o n 


to cut off every ſoul of theſe nations, whenever 
they became ſubject to them. Theſe people, or at 
leaſt ſeveral of the Amor ites, Hittites, Perizzites, | 
Febuſit tes, continued quite unto Solomon's days, as 


For the hiſtorian obſerves, all the people that were i 


d to 
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and febuſites, which were not of the children of 1ſraet, 
E | their children that were left after them in the land, 
XxX whom the children of Iſrael were not able utterly to 
* deſtroy : Upon thoſe did Solomon levy a tribute of 
bond. ſervice unto this day. If Solomon, therefore, 
3 | when he had the people of theſe nations ſubject to 


him, levied only a tribute of bond-ſervice upon them, 


4} 3 he could not apprehend himſelf bound by the law of 
RE AM/es to maſſacre them or put them to death. 


Suppoſe that the children of Iſrael were not able to 


; ö deſtroy theſe people before the days of Solomon, yet 


when this king had them in ſubjection, he might 
have done it inſtead of making them tributaries ot 
money, or of ſervice to him : and upon ſuppoſition 


: that he was antecedently obliged by the law of 


Moſes, to put them to death, I do not ſee how he 
could have changed the command of death into a 
mere tribute of ſervice, or money, or both. | 

2ndly. The caſe of Uriah the Hittite, 2 Sam. xi. 


12, is well known. David's crime in cauſing him 


to be Jain was ſeverely cenſured, condemned and 


W puniſhed by God himſelf. Notwithſtanding Uriah 


was of thoſe nations devoted to deſtruction, yet ſtill 
David had no right to murder him; nor did the law, 
that commanded not to ſpare any one that breatheth 
of the ſeven nations, juſtify or "= the con» 
trivance to take him away. | 
3dly. One part of the law here given Luppaſes 
very manifeſtly, that ALL. univerſally were not to 
. be 
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be deſtroyed. For it is ſaid: Zhou /halt not make 
-marriages. with them ; thy daughter thou alt not 
give to his ſon, nor his daughter Halt thou take to 


thy ſon. Deut. vii. 3. Could there poſſibly be oc- 
caſion for this injunction, if it be ſuppoſed that no- 
thing that breatheth was to be ſaved: alive, but all 
were utterly to be deſtropeds? Muſt not their n= 


and daugliters have been ſlain? Or what end would 


it ſerve to forbid all mtermarriages with a people that 
is ſuppoſed not at all to e I argue, 
Athly, I the known end and reaſon of the luv 


e een 


of the people, then it might fairly be concluded that 
ſuch deletion was not abſolutely required, unleſs it 
were impoſhble to attain ſuch end otherwiſe. A 


Certain end is propoſed and declared, and this end 
may be obtained by different or various means. 
You cannot therefore argue, that theſe people were 


to be deſtroyed in order to ſuch a given end; becauſe 
conſiſtent with their not being deftroyed, that end 
may be ſecured. This end indeed could not be 


obtained without the deſtruction of them, as a poli- 
ty, or as nations; but ae very well be nnen 
with their Aives. : 


The reaſon given for this deftruction, e 


will turn away hy fon. from following me, —_ 2 5 
may ſerve other Gods. Deut. vii. 4. 


If then theſe nations were to forſake their :dola- 


try, and become converts to the religion of the 


Fews, 
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Jews, they would be then what God required them 
to be, penitents, and proper objects of forgiveneſs, 
and not of puniſhments. And it is a rule laid down 
in ſcripture, and founded in equity; At what inſtant 
I fhall ſpeak concerning a. nation, and concerning a 
kingdom, to pluck uf, and to full down, and to deftroy 
it, if that nation again/# whom 1 have fronounced 
turn from their evil, I will reſent of the evil, that T. 
thought to do unto them. Jer. xviii. 7, 8. 
But theſe people not repenting, but continuing 
the objects of diſpleaſure, the command was utterly | 
to deſiroy their cities: Deut. xx. 16, 17. And to \ 
mite thoſe nations, and to de Hrey their altars, and 
break down their images, and cut down their groves, 
and burn their golden images with fire: Deut. vii, 2. 
Whilſt they continued bodies /olitic, with power 
and influence, they might by intermarriage or 
leagnes keep up idolatry : and even when the na- 
tious, as ſuch, were deſtroyed, their altars, images, 
groves, and pictures might tempt men to falſe wor- 
ſhip; and therefore it was not proper to ſpare even 
ſuch things. But when the nations were ſubdued, 
the ſurviving captives (made ſo by right of war) 
might reject, the worſhip of falſe Gods; and the 
occaſions of, ſeducing the Jews might be remoyed, 
and thoſe very people might be brought to the ac- 
knowledgment of the one God; and thus they 
might be preſerved alive, and the reaſon of the ſeve- 
rity be obſeryed, without ſuch cruelty and barbarity 
Se” as 


a 14 "Ont the Defrufien of the 
a wt foppoed. And that this was in fa the ca, 
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Sthly, Fr rom the ee of 8 all oh 


preſerved from this great deſtruction. Rahab and 


her father, and her mother, and her brethren and all 3 


her kindred, were preſerved alive: not only ſhe 
herſelf, who might have pleaded perſonal merit- 
againſt the letter of the law, but all her kindred and 
family were faved from deſtruction. Now if the 
law were to be interpreted as implying an unlimited 
command, in no caſe, and in no circumſtances, to 
Save alive any thing "that breatheth of thoſe ſeven 
nations, neither could the ſpies have promiſed, 10 
deal kindly and truly with her, nor could Joſhua 
without a manifeſt breach of the law, have per- 
formed the promete which 1 had made. 7 It. 
14 vi. 22. | 

So again we find it benen remarked in 


| Joſhua, ch. xvi. 10, that the«chi/dren of Iſrael drove 


out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer, but the 
Canaanites dwell among the Ephraimites unto this 
day, and ſerve under tribute. So likewiſe it is re- 
marked, Jud. i. 25, concerning the city of Bethel, 


when the houſe: of Fo/eþh took it, they let a man 


and his family, that ſhewed them the way into the 
city, go free. Again, ver. 28, It came to paſs when 
Tfrael was ſtrong, that they fut the Canaanites to 
tribute and did not utterly drive them out. And 'tis 


obſerved, that neither did E/hraim drive out the 
Canaan- 
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Canaanites in Gezer nor Aſher drive them out in 
many places: and as to Zebulon and Napthali, and 


the houſe of Joſeph, they made the Canaanites and 


be Amorites become tributaries to them: ver. Py 
Since therefore neither David with all his 


wie nor Solbmon, did deſtroy theſe people; fince 
they ſubſiſted in the country from the days of Moſes 
upwards of four hundred and fourſcore years; and 
ſince they were ſo far ſubdued as to become tribu- 
taries of ſervice, as well as of money; and ſince they 
might therefore have been abſolutely deſtroyed 'be- 
cauſe conquered, and yet were kept alive—Hence 
I argue, that theſe people were not to be abſolutely 
and entirely cut off, men, women, and children, 
without any mercy and compaſhon ; but only that 
they were to be deſtroyed as nations, and that if they 
ſubmitted, and became ſubject to the Fews, and 
relinquiſhed their idolatry, they were not to be 
deprived of life. For did none of the Jews in all 
this time underſtand the command? Did none to 
their generals, or ſucceſsful warriors,” underſtand 
their buſineſs was abſolutely to deſtroy all theſe 
people? Had they no opportunity? Had they no 
power not when they made them tributaries ?. was 
Joſhua, was Samuel, was David, ſuch a ſtranger to 
the law? 

But wh then 1s 5 the meaning af thoſe words— 
Thou ſhalt /ave alive nothing that breatheth, but 
thou ſhalt utterly deſtroy them? 


7 „ es, 
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The anſwer is The /even nations were the pe- 
culiar people whoſe land the Jews were to take 
poſſeſſion of; and in whoſe place they were to 
dwell. They were to be routed quite, to make way 
for theſe new inhabitants: in courſe therefore they, 
dlã⁊ꝗa nations, were to be deſtroyed, and all power was 
to be taken from them; and they were ſo far to be 
conquered, and reduced, as not to have it in their 
power to teach the Iſraclites to do after their abomi- 
0 nations which they had. done to their Gods, ſo as to 
\ make them fin againſt the Lord. No alliance was 
to be made with them; no treaty of peace was to 
4 be concerted ; no peace was to be proclaimed unto 
| them: But they were to be purſued and ſmitten 
| without mercy, that the Iſraelites might have the 
l inheritance which had been all along promiſed unto 
them. With other nations or cities, peace and 
alliances might be made, but not with theſe. If a 
war arofe between the Jews, and any other ſtate or 
city which was not of the ſeven nations, and ſuch 
city ſtood a fiege, they were firſt to proclaim peace 
unto it; and if the city were willing to become 
tributary to them, it was to be accepted; if it ſtaod 
the ſiege, and would not accept the terms propoſed, i 
and it afterwards was taken, then its males were to 
be ſlain, but not the women and children. Deut. xx. 
10—15. But of the cities of theſe fireofile, which the 
Lord thy God hath given thee for an. inheritance, 
thou ſhalt ſave nothing alive that breatheth: v. 16. 
: With 
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Wich the ſeven nations the caſe was not to be the 
fame as with: thoſe people that were remote from 


them: But if a city ſtood a ſiege, and put the iſſue 
upon their courage and fortitude, then all were to 


be deſtroyed; not only males but females and chil- 


dren. But then if they did ſubmit themſelves, the 
law does not enjoin that the males and females and 
every thing that breatheth ſhall be deſtroyed'; but 
they might have their lives, and the nation only as 


| ſuch, was to be'deſtroyed. This difference-was to 
be made betwixt the /even nations and all other cities: 


in caſe of refuſal to ſurrender, all were to be def- 
troyed, men, women, and © ohildren, every thing 
that breatheth among the ſeven nations: among 
others in like caſe of refuſal, only the males were to 
ſuffer: But at all adventures, thoſe nations were to 
have all power and dominion taken from them; and 
they were to be ſubverted: and thus will | the law 
and the ſubſequent hiſtory be reconciled. 
The Hivites were certainly one of the ſeven 
5 with whom no league ought to have been 
made; yet by their art, Joſhua made peace with 
them, and made a league, upon the condition which 
they themſelves offered; Me are your ſervants : 
Joſh. ix. 11, 15. In-the event of things there was 
not a city that made freace with the children of 1ſraet, 
fave the Hivites. For it was of the Lord to harden 
their hearts that they ſhould come againſt 1ſrael in 


OY that he W * them utterly and that they 


might 


% n Dildos 
/ | 


ight have no FAVOUR, but that he might deſtroy 
= as the Lord commanded Moſes : Joſh. xi. 11 
—20. The concluſion hence ſeems very natural, 
that as they choſe to oppoſe themſelves, and try 
their ſucceſs in battle, and would not ſurrender, nor 
accept any offer of ſubmiſhon, they were cut off. 
But then had they ſubmitted, and ſurrendered them- 
ſelves up, they might have had Favour, though 
they were not to have been received as allzes or 
friends, whereby they might have had a power to 


make Iſrael fin againſt God. For if thou ſerve their 


Gods, it will ſurely be a ſnare to thee. See Exod. 
XX111. 32, 33; Deut. vii. 4. | | 
It may be ſaid, and Le Clerc has urged it, that 
« 'The words of the law are very expreſs, (Deut. 
XX. 15, 16 ,) where the ſeven nations are excepted, 
ſo as not to be reckoned among thoſe who were to 
have their lives, if they ſurrendered themſelves up. 
Beſides there is a great difference between a law 
which commands a. people utterly to be deſtroyed, 
left they ſhould entice thoſe that ſpared them to 
idolatry, (which is the cafe of the ſeven nations, ) 
and a law which commands a people to be utterly 
| deſtroyed, unleſs they become tributary, and embrace 
the religion of their ſuperiors. Had Moſes intended 
this latter caſe, he would certainly have expreſſed 
his mind clearly in thoſe places, where he mentions 

TY R 1 
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the command to deſtroy the Canaanites; and it was 
a caſe which deſerved the utmoſt clearneſs, and the 
Jews: Da a to have had it inculcated over and 
over.“ See Le Clerc on Deut. vii. 2. | 
But it is in fact in this, as it is in many other 
caſes, writers expreſs themſelves in their own man- 
ner; and the intelligent reader is forced to be at the 
pains of ſearching and comparing many paſſages, 
if he will have the exact knowledge of almoſt any 
point. Practice will often determine the meaning 
of an obſcure law : and in the preſent caſe, we have 
inftances for five hundred years together, of what 
the Jews did to thoſe very nations; which is a 


comment ſufficient to ſhew us, how they. under- 


ſtood their law. 


« But,” ſays Mr. Le Clerc, © what ſignifies it 
to make many words? This was the nature and 
obligation. of the vow which the Hebrews call 
Herem, that enemies deyoted in that form were to 
be flain. See Lev. xxvii. 29. Om the even. 
nations of Canaan were ſo devoted. fe 

It appears ſufficiently that the law in Leviticus 
here referred to, does not relate to fiutting to death 


any devoted perſon, nor is there any inſtance of 
any perſon devoted to the Lord who ever was, 
in virtue of being devoted, put to death. See this 
. confirmed in the note, page 7, 8. and conſequently | 
Fg this 
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F this excellent commentator was miſtaken ; in this 
| _ = 
In order to remove the foundation' of this charge, 
it is neceſſary to have an exact notion of the mean- 
ing of the word Herem, and to what that word is 
applied in the Old 77 Hament. My author has 
therefore produced all the places where that word is 
uſed, and ſhewn irs different ſenſes. He obſerves 
that the word Haran in the Arabic tongue, ſignifies 
zo forbid, to be unlawful ; - and the ſubſtantive'from 
it, a thing firo/ibited. This he takes to be the ori- 
ginal meaning of the word. Agreeably to which 
derivation it ſignifies in the books of the law, 1M. a 
thing abſolutely*ro43bied, ſuch as an idol, or the 
gold of an idol. As, (Deut. vii. 26,) Thou Mali 
utterly deteſt it; for it is HEREM, a curſed thing; 
3 i. e. a thing abſolutely prohibited. 2nd. Becauſe 
ll! what was unlawful was not to be kept, or uſed, it 
came to ſignify in general, 20 .di/froy;; and 3dly, to 
deſtroy without mercy. So in that fore-cited-Deut: 
vii. 26; Neitſier halt thou bring: an abomination” into 
thine houſe, leſt thou be HERENM; 1. e. a thing to 
be deſtroyed /ike that. Exod. xxii. 20, He that 
facrificeth to any God, fave unto the Lord only, all 
| be UTTERLY DESTROYED; i. e. he ſhall certain- 
5 ly be put to death w/out favor, or mercy. Athly, 
Becauſe that was declared unlawful to be uſed, 
Which was given to ile Lord, and what was given 
in perpetuity, could: not be redeemed; hence what 
= | | | was 
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| Herem doth not ſeem to fignify a total de/Þ uctiou, 
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was devoted to the Lord, in this- manner, had the 
name of Herem. Lev. xxvii. 21, The field when 


it goeth out in jubilee; ſhalt be holy to the Lord, 


as a field devoted; the poſſeſſion ſhall be the prieſts ; 


i. e. it could never be redeemed by the proprietor, 


but was to continue the poſſeſſion of the prieſts | 
sfr ever. Here devoted, ſignifies abſolutely given in 
S perpetuity to the Lord. Hence, 5thly, it ſignifies 


what was a/fuointed to deftruftion by God. Ia. xi. 


15, The Lord fhall utterly deflroy the tongue of the 
Egyptian ſea; So ch. xxxiv. 2, 5. in Which places 


it is applied as an act of God himſelf to defiroy 
things as well as fer ſons. Gthly, Whatever was 


Forfeited or addicted to the ſacred treaſury, by way 
of puniſhment, was called Her em. Ezra, xXx. 8. R 
proclamation was made, that whoſoever would not 


come within three days, all his ſubſtauce ſhould. be 
Fal feited. ithly, From the general ſignification ts 


| d ſtroy, inſtruments of deſtruction to fiſn and beats 


viz. Nets, were called by the name Herem. 


Fccleſ. vii. 26, And I, find more bitter than death, a 


woman whoſe heart is ſnares and nets, HERAMTN. 
8thly, Becauſe people that merited deſtruction were 


juſtly liable to reproach and contuuiely, though they 


were not deſiroyed, they are called Herem. 
Iſa. xliu. 28, Therefore I have prophaned the princes 


of the ſanctuary, and have given Facob to the cunſe, 
to Herem, and Iſrael to reproa ches. In this place 


but 
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bur: abuſe, contemfit, reins conſiſtent with their 
— not deſtroyed. | 

From which paſſages i it appears, PE FREE is not 
a6 leaſt foundation, in word or thing, to imagine, 
that "perſons given to the Lord, or devoted by 


- Herem, were ever flain, or made ſacrifices of, 


Thus far Dr. Sykes. 


To what has been ſaid, it may be added, that the 
extirpation of the Canaanites appears to have been 
pre-determined in the councils bf heaven. See 
Gen. ix. 25, 26, 27. Yet their national wicked- 
neſs, was the only cauſe of their national ruin. 


For notwithſtanding the affurance given to Abra- 


ham, that his poſterity ſhould be ſettled in the room 


of the Canaanites, it is expreſly declared that this 


event ſhould not take place for many generations, 
and till the iniquity of thoſe nations fhould be full; 
Gen. xv. 16; that is, till their incorrigible wicked- 
neſs had baffled all the gentler methods of provi- 
dence, which, during the courſe of ſome hundred 
years had been employed for their. reformation. 
For 'tis agreeable to the procedure of a benevolent 


| Deity, in ſimilar inſtances, firſt to uſe the milder 


means of mercy and forbearance towards a people, 
to ſee if they can be reformed upon the principles 
of filial love, gratitude, and generous remorſe ; but 
if 
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f inſtead of 3 reformed by theſe vi of 


indulgence and forbearance, they only become 


hardened, preſumptuous and inſenſible to all motives 


of honour and generoſity, then the ſword of juſtice 
awakes to ſtrike the long ſuſpended blow. 


Now it appears from all hiſtorical records of 


theſe ſeven Canaanitiſh nations, that before they 
were given up to utter deſolation, they were ſunk 


into the deepeſt degeneracy. For not to reſt upon 
the authority of Sanchoniathon, who takes notice 
of their univerſal corruption both in principle and 


practice, particularly of their giving up their moſt 
favourite children, in times of public calamity, to 
_ appeaſe the wrath of their blood-thirſty demons ; 
we have the ſame account of their national depravity 


in the more authentic records of ſcripture-hiſtory. 


Thus in the xviii. chapter of Leviticus, where the 
Iſraelites are cautioned againſt the commiſſion of 


ſeveral enormous crimes, ſuch as offering their chil- 
dren to Moloch, lying with mankind, as with women 


| kind, lying with beaſts, and women ſtanding before 


beaſts to lye down thereto ; it is added, For in all theſe 
the nations are defiled which I caſt out before you. 
And again. For all theſe abominations have the men 
of this land done, which were before you, Thus it 
appears that the deſtined period for their extirpation 
was arrived; their iaiquities were full, and they 
brought down this deſolation upon themſelves. _ 

| e And 
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And then the extirpation of this people, fo ſunk 


- an idolatry and wickedneſs, was a moſt awful and 


inſtructive example to the Jews, for ſuch was the 
proneneſs of the Jews themſelves, in that age 


of the world, to idolatry, that nothing leſs 


ſeemed effectual to reſtrain them from it, than to 
impreſs them with the moſt horrid idea of that 
crime, as what rendered men accurfed in the eyes 


of God and man. For which cauſe the idolatrous 
nations whoſe lands were given them in poſſeſſion, 

were deſtined to be utterly extirpated from the face 
| ofthe earth as a race of execrable monſters. 


But it is ail Why'd aid not God — the 
Canaanites for their iniquities with his own hand, 


by unfruitful ſeafons, for example, or peſtilential 


diſtempers? Anſwer, Unfruitful ſeaſons, petti- 


lence, and the like, were interpreted common ac- 


cidents, or to proceed from the diſpleaſure of their 
demons, and ſo abuſed, to give ſtrength to idolatry, 
rather than to root it out. But when God js pleaſed 
to give a commiſſion to a people profeſſing the 
worſhip of the only true God, in oppoſition to all 
idols; when it ſhould appear that this one true God 
had granted the land of Canaan to this people, and 
given them poſſeſſion of it, with many viſible marks 


of ſupreme power, and maintained them in their 


poſſeſſion, againſt all the powers of thoſe idols, in 


whom * Canaanites truſted; you immediately 


perceive 


* 
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perceive 2 ſtanding confutation of the hopes of ido- 


laters, and a ſtanding encouragement to the hopes 


of the Hebrews, and of all other ann of 
the one true God. 


Yat hams e eee ee 


able objection, that ſuch an example will encourage 
enthuſiaſts and impoſtors, to invade their neighbours, 
to pretend religion whenever * have a a mind to 
their eſtates. 


But the extraordinary commiſſion to tas Idrdatices: 


for extirpating the Canaanites, can juſtify none to 


imitate the example, but ſuch as ſhall be in like 
circumſtances with the Jews, and who ſhall receive 
a like real commiſſion, as well, and as fully atteſted 


as the Hebrews had. "The puniſhment which they 
inflicted upon idolaters, was grounded upon an 
expreſs particular command from God, given them 
at a time when they were under a ſevere law, and 
under a frolitical theocracy, even with reſpect to their 


civil government; and therefore can be no prece- 


dent for us, whoſe circumſtances are quite different 
from theirs. See Lowman On he Civil Government 
of the Hebrews. 


To which we may add, * it is impious * 
abſurd ſo much as to ſuppoſe Chriſtians capable of 


receiving any ſuch commiſſion as that of the Jews 
now. in queſtion; and that, becauſe it is repugnant 
to the very genius and eſſential principles of Chriſ- 


tianity. The Chriſtian religion inſpires nothing 


but 


| 
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but love and peace, and univerſal benevolence. 
The weapons of the Chriſtian warfare, which we 
are authoriſed to employ, are not fire and ſword, and 


deſolation, but the ſpiritual weapons of argument 


and perſuaſion, the ſoft inviting motives of forbear- 
ance, condeſcenſion, and inſtruction in meekneſs. 
Our religion allows us to hold no man, or nation of 
men, unclean or abhorred; but on the contrary 
teaches, that in Jeſus Chriſt, there is neither. Few 
nor Gentile, but that in every nation, he that fear- 
eth God and worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted of 
him. Our Saviour ſufficiently intimates. how op- 
polite a ſpirit of bigotry and perſecution is to the 
ſpirit of Chriſtianity, by rebuking his diſciples, who 
would have called for fire from heaven to have 
conſumed the Samaritans, for rejecting him and his 
doctrine. Ye know not of what manner of ſpirit ye 
are ; for the ſon of man is not come to deſiroy men's 
lives, but to ſave them. 

And after he had foretold the ions that 
ſhould ariſe in the times of Chriſtianity, when 
bigots ſhould arrive at ſuch a height of blind zeal, 
as to imagine they did God good ſervice, when they 
put their fellow creatures to death on account of 
difference in religion, he adds, 7heſe things will they , 
do, becauſe they have neither known me, nor my Father ; 


i. e. becauſe they have neither known the principles 


of Chriſtianity, nor of natural religion. Therefore 
if ever che example of the Jews extirpating the ido- 
| latrous 
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latrous Canaanites, has been pleaded by any who 


called themſelves Chriſtians, as in that war, known 


by the name of the holy war, wherein the Chriſtian 


powers combined together to exterminate the Sara- 
cens out of the holy land ; and in thoſe perſecu- 
tions, known by the name of the Cruſades, which 
the crafty Popes raiſed upon the ſame principles 
againſt Hereticks as well as Infidels, alledging it 


was as much for the glory of God to extirpate 


hereſy as infidelity; all ſuch pretenſions muſt have 
been either downright impoſture, or enthuſiaſm. 
To conclude, - ſhould any profeſſed Chriſtian 
pretend a commiſſion from God, to propagate re- 
ligion by violence and perſecution ; ſhould he even 


: vouch miracles, and propheſies fulfilled in atteſtation 


of that commiſſion, he would deſerve as little regard 
as a Jewiſh prophet or wonder-worker, who ſought 
to ſeduce the Iſraelites from their allegiance to the 
true God. Deut. xiii. 1. For idol worſhip is not 
more oppoſite to the Jewiſh religion, than perſe- 
cution is to the ſpirit of Chriſtianity. 


FINIS. 
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